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Who Is Rodney North? This Is the question many 
‘people will be asking after the Aucklander produced the 
Surprise of the season by winning the prestiglous New 
| Zealand Senior Grand Prix at Ruapuna Park on Easter 
Saturday. North Is obviously a rider we are going to hear a 
lot more of In the future. But what happened to the 
favourites? Some went overseas, some stayed home and 
some broke down. A full report of the thirty-fourth New 
Zealand Grand Prix Is contained Inslde. 
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Talented Christchurch International road racer Dale 
Wylie has been forced to abandon plans to compete In the 
European world 500cc championship series and in major 


events in the United States. 


He has lost some of the movement In the right arm he 
severely damaged In the spectacular crash he had while 
practising with hls Yamaha T2250 for the penultimate 
round of the $25,000 Marlboro International series at 


Timaru In January. 

Until he regains the full 
use of the arm — the wrist 
and elbow are both broken 
— he will be unable to 
face. Some doctors have 
indicated that the arm will 
never be as strong as it 
was before the crash but 
the 24-year-old Kiwi prof- 
essjonal Is hopeful that he 
will not be ‘sidelined 
permanently. 

He) hasybeenadvisedi to: 
rest from racing for.at least 
12 months. However, he 
has set his sights on 
competing in the next 
Marlboro International 
series, scheduled to get 
Under way next Christmas. 
In the meantime, he will 
undergo an _ operation 
which he hopes will 
restore most of the move- 
ment of the arm. 

“lve been told that this 
might not be a complete 
success but | am hoping,” 
he said. “The joints might 
tend to dislocate easily but 
most of the strain of my 
arms Is under braking so It 
Should' be all right.” 

Wylle thought that when 
he had! the plaster off his 
arm It would be perfectly 
healed, if a little weak. “It 
was only when the plaster 
came off about a fortnight 
ago that || reallsed| that | 
had lost quite a bit of the 
movement.” 


FRUSTRATING 


This discovery has upset 
plans he had to make use 
of a very generous spons- 
orship from Plough (United 
States) Limited to race 
under the Copperton 


banner. “This was the best 
a 





Sponsorship | have ever 
had. | am really slacked off 
about It. | have written to 
the company and _ told 
them | am unable to ride. It 
Is‘very frustrating. | had 
really high hopes..." 

Wylie had originally 
planned to use the money 
to campaign In the world 
500 and 250cc champlon- 
ships In Europe but was 
advised that more money, 
Would)/bs available) to) him 
If he concentrated on the 
American circuit. He was 
considering abandoning 
the world championships 
In favour of America when 
he was told by doctors that 
he couldn't race again for 
another 12 months. 

In spite of this setback, 
he Intends to keep both his 
Yamaha 1Z750 and 
Yamaha 72250 racers. The 
smaller bike Is being lent 
to his younger brother, 
Brent, who used it for the 
first time In the New 
Zealand grand prix at 
Ruapuna Park on Easter 
Saturday: Young Brent, . 
after only seven’ practice 
laps, finished third In the 
New Zealand light-weight 
grand prix on the machine. 

“He Is showIng a lot of 
promise”, sald Wylie who 
was there to watch. “He Is 
really enthuslastic about 


"By the time he Is ready 
to race, Wylle hopes to 
have a new 1Z250 racer, 


Wylle won the first 
Marlboro series In 1974 
and the same season 


regained the New Zealand 
500cc road title he had last 
held’In 1971. He spent last 
winter racing In America. 








"Wellington's Steve’ Dundon, one of the hero 





amilton GP on April 5, cranks his TM 125 Suzuki well 
‘over during one of the events. Dundon won the 125 and 250cc races on this machine, came second in the sin- 
ge. The GP was wan by Hamilton's Trevor Discombe on a TZ Yamaha. Full report in the next Tssua of NZMCN. 











Mr. Rob Lester, promoter/ 
director of Manfeild| Autocourse 
Promotions, says In a\letter to the 
secretary of the Manawatu- Orion 
Motor Cycle Club of Palmerston 
North that use of the course for 
testing of racing machines is 
banned forthwith and| that no 
meeting will be permitted to 
take place following the club‘s 

“road ‘race event scheduled for 
May 3. 

Mr, Lester continues: The 
Manfeild Board regret the 
necessity for this action but 
stress that repeated efforts to 
get motor cycle competitors 
‘to undertake their own noise 
level restrictions has met with, 
at best, half -hearted co- 
operation, 

“ Nbise: emission from 
modern two-stroke racing 
motor cycles is altogether beyond 
the limits of tolerable public 
endurance, The Manfeild Board 
cannot jeopardise the goodwill we 
presently enjoy through 
responsible co-operation with the 
community of Feilding. Rather 
than\wait for people to react 
adversly against our Manfeild 
project, the Manfeild Board has 
decided to move on Its own 
initiative and eliminate this 
nuisance”. * 

The magnificent Manfeild’ 
circuit was opened in October, 
1973, and has since hosted several 
motor cycle races, including the 
Castrol Six- Hours production 
machine endurance racellast 
November. However, production 
machines are'not included in the 
ban and the|Manfelld Board 
Intends to “co-operate fully with 
the Manawatu Orlon Club and 
Castrol New Zealand Limited; 
in promoting the Castrol Six 
Hours”. Neither has any ban 
been imposedion testing of 
production motor cycles at 
Manfeild, 








© Racing motor cycles Willlbe banned from the Manfeild|auto- 
course, Feilding, after May 3, due to what the Manfeild Board of 
Control calls “ noise emission from moderntwo-stroke racing motor 
cycles”, which is ““ altogether beyond the limits of tolerable public 
endurance’’, 


People closely connected 
with motor cycle racing at 
Manfeild have been expecting 
some sort of action from the 
Board for some time. The 
1.8 mile circult is situated very 
close to a housing area and lies 
less than a mile away from the 
‘town centre. 

Mrs. M, Shirriffs, Manawatu 
Orion Club secretary, told 
NZMCN “ We have known since 
the Castrol Six Hours last 
November that it would|come 
to this. |h the past we have'not 
strictly enforced noise emission’ 
regulations because there 
haven't ‘been any set 
standards to alm for. But we will 
have measuring equipment on 
hand for the May 3 meeting and 
We intend to rigorously 
enforce the noise emission 





regulations as laid down by the 
Manfeild Board| of Control. 

“They are reasonable and. 
understanding guys -it's Up to 
the individuals to comply with 
the regulations and it’s up to the 
clubs to enforce them”. 

The Board has not closed 
itsdoors completely to racing 
motor cycles, It merely states that, 
if this sport is to stand a chance 
of continuing at Manfeild) the 
noise levels of machines must 
drop below a peak emission of 
90 decibels at 30 paces, taken at 
fight angles to the motor cycle. 

Mr, Lester said this formula 
Was adopted after discussing the 
matter with thes promoter of 
the Oran Park Raceway, Sydney, 
last October. 

“Oh several separate. 
occasions we have employed a 
decibel meter from Massey 
University and conducted 
comparative noise level tests‘ 
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Pudding bowls mean different things to different people. No doubt 
to the galloping gourmet and the majority of theworld’s population a 
‘pudding bowl is something you put pudding in. Not an unreasonable 
assumption, wouldn't you say Then to many an unfortunate young 

individual a pudding bow! becomes an object to be feared and detested 
whenever his precious locks begin to tickle his ear lobes. Out comes 
the old pudd’n bowl,the rusty snippers, the flashing scissors and 
(“aarrrrgh”’) the dreaded metal comb and before he knowsit, the poor 
soul is an object of derision from his finer-maned schoolmates. 

But to motor cyclists, particularly those who can remember what 
anew BSA DBD34 or Manx Norton look like, a pudding bowl is 
something special - something less mundane and more personal than 
a mere object. Something treasured as a fond memory, a symbol of a 
forgotten age of motor cycling when .. lah, blah, blah. 
Of course, that’s a lot of rot. You don’t see many pudding bowl hel- 
mets around these days and for one very good reason. They simply 
don’t offer the same degree of protection as more modern helmets. | 
would also hazard a guess and say that styling changes have played a 
part in the demise of the pudding bowls. 

But they are still around. In fact, staring me in the face at this 
moment is a Champion Spark Plug’s poster showing World Sidecar 
Champions Klaus Enders and Ralf Engelhardt in action on their BMW 

j outfit. Passenger Engelhardt is wearing a pudding bowl-type helmet 
.] while Enders is protecting his skull with one of the more ubiquitous 
full-face helmets. 

In recent times, both these types of helmet have been at the centre 
of controversy. Safety experts have had a field day with the pudding 
bowl, saying it does not offer enough protection around the temples 
while proponents have countered with the argument that the lighter 
helmets are less likely to induce whiplash injuries. When full face 
helmets were introduced there was some concern that the extra weight 
could cause whiplash, head movement could be dangerously restricted, 
and that, in the event of an accident, the protective mouth piece of the 
full face helmets could choke the wearer. 

However, in time and with continued developement, full: face. 
helmets become universally accepted. No-one would deny that the 
majority of leading road racers wear one and that their use has spread 
like wildfire through the road riding fraternity. And although there 
have been innumerable occasions on which thewearers of full face 
helmets have been glad of their investment and, indeed, when riders 
have regretted not wearing one, we have yet to hear of a case where a 
full face helmet has actually been harmful. 

Until recently, “Ned Kelly” helmets, as they have come to be 
known, have not gained official approval, despite their growing 
use. The Ministry of Transport, if it felt like it, could issue tickets to 
those wearing them, and in fact has done so in Auckland, although it 
has since been discovered that an administrative blunder led to the 
tickets being issued. The M.O.T. has been concerned primarily with 
getting motor cyclists to wear helmets rather than discouraging the 
use of any particular type. 

Nevertheless, official approval was not.granted full face helmets 
until a recent seminar brought together many organisations concerned 
with this issue. Even then, the ballance seemed to have been tipped 
in favour of thelr approval mainly. through the evidence of a senion=; 
neuro-surgeon at Wellington Hospital , Mr R.J. Worth, who himself is 
a motor cyclist. 

Full face helmets are now officially approved, provided that their 
weight is not excessive. But there still remains the question of the sale 
of unapproved helmets. The M.O.T. has a list of approved helmets and 
anyone wearing a helmet which is not officially approved could 
be fined. Surely, the next logical step is to ban the sales of unapproved 








“helmets? BOB NORTHROP. 
APRIL 


20 Ixlon club's Gold Star mx at Pauatahanul 
2 Hamilton club's 200-mifd road trial 


28 ‘First round of NZ champ trials series (Thames club) 
Napier club's % - mile sprint 

27 Second day of first leg_of NZ trials champ series; 
North v South mx at Christchurch; 


Central Hawkes Bay club’s mx at Waipukarau; 
Whangarei club’s mx; Hawkes Bay club’s trial 


3 Manawatu club’s road races at Mantfeild; 

Canterbury club's road races at Ruspuna 
4 Wolrarapa club's mx; Hamilton club’s trial 
10 Tauranga club’s road races at Bay Park 


11 Wairarape club’s Min TT; Papakura club's Cottingham Cup trial 
(re scheduled from April 27) 


11 First round Ixion $5000 mx series, at Otaihanga 





Managing Editor: David Hall 


PALL MALL MX 
Sir, 
| hope the comments 
made by Ivan Miller gain 
the attention of the Pall 


* Mall Moto Cross adminis- 


tration as it has long been 
apparent that the racing In 
New Zealand Is little more 
than sprint events favour- 
ing the guy who zaps out 
of the starting gate first, or 
perhaps he is the guy who 
is able to bluff the poor, 
nerve-shattered by-the-end 
of-the-day, starter. Becau- 
se lvan Miller is lvan Miller 
it Is certain that at least 
some consideration should 
be given to the idea of the 
MX Legs for 125cc, 250cc 
and 251cc plus of at least 
twenty minutes for after all 
that Is what a MX is’ for. 
The name Moto Cross has 
been used without some- 
what gay (the other sort) 
abandon at some of the 
meetings In New Zealand. 
1 am sure our Ivan did 
not intend to get at the 
administrators of the Pall 
Mall as they have done a 
tremendous: Job In making 
the Pall Mall the prestige 
event that It is in Just two 
seasons and one wonders 


GROUND RULES 

Opinions expressed in the corres- 
pondence column are not necessarily 
those of the Editor, who reserves 
the right to shorten letters and 


correct grammar. Letters of 200 
words or less will stand a greater 
chance of publication than those of 
greater wordage. 





how many Moto Crossers 
have written their thanks to 
Mr Payne for 
considerable efforts in that 
direction. The formula has 


his very” 


ensured that It got going 
but now | think It Is time to 
progress while It has ‘the 
attention of riders and 
public and run It a little 
less cut throat (I bet Ivan 
thinks so anywayl) by 
totalling the points scored 
at each meeting (In the two 
MX Legs) over the series 
and deleting say two or 


three of the worst scores, 


This scoring method has 
been used in the N.z, 
Trials Championship and 
does ensure a true result, 

| would also regard a 
tenth place In the 250cc 
class as belng more rewar- 
ding than a first in the B 
grade. We have had the 
somewhat ludicrous situ- 
ation of the C Grade times 
being faster than B grade 
and the 125cc faster than 
the lot (and what a mind- 
bending class the 125cc 
class is). So here's to good 
racing which will help 
prepare our riders for the 
type of competition they 
would face in Europe and 
may the best man win, for 
he will. 


B.L. Walch 
TARADALE 
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“NED KEL 
HELMETS NOW 
OFFICIALLY 
APPROV 


The controversial question of 
“Ned Kelly’ (full-face) helmets 
was amongst topics discussed-at 
the seminar on prote: 
for motor cyclists, racing motor 
cyclists, amd racing car drivers, 
held at the Standands Asso 
ion of New Zealand (SANZ) on 
26 March. 

Arranged jointly by the Mini- 
stry of Transport, Road Trans- 





port Division and SANZ, the sem- 





inar brought together, for the 
first time, all those concerned 
with protective helmets: helmet 
manufacturers, the N.Z, Auto- 
cycle Union, representatives of 
thé'Niotorsport Association, the 
Christchurch Industrial Develop- 
ment Division (C.1.D.D.) of the 
0.S.1.R., the Department of. 











Trade and Industry, the National 


Safety Association, the Consum- 








ers‘ Institute, and a senior neuro- 


surgeon, himself a motor-cyclist. 
‘The day-long meeting was 


chaired by Mr F.W. Seldon of the 


C.1.D.D, Mr F.D. McWha and 
Mr T.A. Lister of the Ministry of 
Transport led discussions on the 
legal requirements relating to 


helmets for road use. All helmets 
worn on New Zealand roads must 









either bear the New Zealand 
Standard Certification Mark or, 
if imported, must have been 


approved by the Ministry of Tran- 


Sport; there Is at present no YES 
islation)to\preventitl 


Unapproved ‘helmets:anc EIU: en 











je he'mets 


Junior MX School 


) 


ndment is proposed to remedy 
this, 

The question of full-face hel- 
mets, their weight, and peripheral 
vision were discussed at some 
length. Referring to analysis of 
medical evidence accumulated, 
the MOT is now prepared to with 
draw its objection to full-face hel- 
mets, provided that their weight 
is not excessive, Heavy helmets 
cause fatigue and a consequent 
lowering of reaction to potential 
accident situations, 

Other safety aspects discussed 
were ear padding, the use of chin 
cups, standard stud positions for 
visors, degradation of plastics 
helmets, and life support tubes/ 
intercom, for racing car drivers. 

The importance of a good fit 
was emphasized: too tight a fit 
causes headaches and if a helmet 
is loose, the resulting movement 
can cause injury. 

Restricted side vision is also a 
hazard but it was considered 
that 105° vision would be suffici- 
ent. 

Helmets damaged in an accid- 
ent must not be repaired. Once 
energy from a blow or fall has 
been absorbed, the helmet offers 
little protection in the event of a 

second accident. 

Considerable discussion centred: 
around the labelling of helmets. 

It was agreed the, recommendat- 
pions bay mets 
should be provided'a al ere point 


of sale but the precise manner in 
which this should be done has 
yet to be determined. 

Mr T.H. Scott and Mr Seldon 
outlined current developments 
and installations of new helmet 
test equipment at C.1,D.D. 


Suggestions were made for the 
possible amendment of the pre- 
sent New Zealand Standard pend- 
ing the development of an Inter- 
national Standard. There was 
general agreement that helmets 
imported into New Zealand 
should be manufactured to a 
standard comparable to the rel- 
evant New Zealand Standard and 
produced under a continuing 
quality control certification 
scheme similar in operation to 
the New Zealand scheme, whith 
Overseas manufacturers being 
encouraged to apply for certific- 
ation mark licences on the same 
basis as New Zealand manufact- 
urers, 


The New Zealand manufact- 
urers felt if would be advantage- 
ous to form their own associat- 
ion within the New Zealand 
Manufacturers’ Federation, all 
manufacturers of protective 
helmets, including industrial 
helmets, to be covered. This 
would help manufacturers and 
purchasers to take earlier advant- 
age of technical developments 
and ensure a ready supply of 
efficient helmets. 





hopefully on dates which 
do not clash with senior 
moto cross events in the 
region. Parents have 
donated money for admin- 
istrative purposes and It is 


Popular in Wgtn 


More than 70 youngsters have “enroled” In the recently 
formed Wellington District Junior Moto Cross School. 
Members’ ages range from eight years to 14 years and 
membership Is restricted to those who have not reached 
licencing age [15] so that the organisation does not 
conflict with existing ACU regulations. 


planned to charge 50 cents 
per rider per day at 
organised meetings. Spec- 
tators will be admitted free 


Formation of the school 
was ''prompted” by the 
success of the hurriedly- 
organised Jjunlor moto 
cross event staged in 
Wainulomata in March. 
Parents of many of the 
lads who raced there got 
together later and elected a 
chairman, vice chairman, 
secretary and treasurer to 
promote the school’s 
activitles. A steering 
committee of six was 
formed but the secretary, 










new 
Norton Men 


Norton Triumph have 
announced the appoint- 
ment of three American 
former Yamaha _ Interna- 
tional marketing exec- 
utlves to the California NT 
Corporation. They are 43- 
years old Terry Tiernan, 
who takes up the post of 
Vice President/ Marketing, 
Jerry Bartlett and Bill 
Mason. Tiernan Joined 
Yamaha 12 years. ago and 
became Vice President of 
the motor cycle division of 
Yamaha International In 
1971. He has a long 
competitive experience 
behind him and says “I 
first learned how to race 
ona great old Matchless so 





of charge. 
Membership Is restricted 
to people living In the 


Mrs Peggy Plowman of 
Plimmerton ‘(say that ‘flve™ ° 
times quickly!), told 
NZMCN “We are all feeling 
our way at the moment, 
nothing like this has been 
done here before”. 

The farmer on whose 
land the first meeting 
was held, Mr Jackson, was 
at the parents’ meeting and 
has granted the school 
indefinite use of the land. 
It Is planned to hold a 
session once a month, 


my affection for British 
bikes goes back a long 
way and | have felt It’s only 
a matter of time before the 
British motor cycle 


Manfeild Noise cont. from pge. 1 
he said. “From identical 
positions, racing motot 
cycles were recording decibel 
levels of 95, compared to F5000 
cars’ of 89 and 84db from the 
racing Ford Capri of Paul Fahey. 
“WWé have had many complaints 
from neighbouring folk - generally 
they have been of a very reasonable 
nature - but the situation is 
beginning to simmer.’ 
Mr Lester regretted that the 
ban would also affect those 
racers who have In the, past 
acted responsibly on this matter 
and who have been very good to 
work with but added that although 
mutes had been required 


greater Wellington region 
but news sheets are to be 
sent throughout the 
country to stir up interest 
in junlor moto cross so 
that other local schools 
may be formed. Christ- 
church is believed to. be 
one area where the wheels 
are already turning In -a 
similar venture. 

Further Information can 
be obtained from Mrs 
Plowman, phone Welling- 
ton 33-8800. 


industry comes back Into 
its own again In the USA. 
It goes without saying that 
| think that time has now 
come.” 






































been carried out by ear’'. 

Some people after discovering, 
or imagining, power losses in their 
machines fitted with mutes, had 
either discarded the mutes 
altogether or modified them to 
the point where silencing effect 
was negligible, 

“Now, at least, they will have 
some technical point to aim for’ 
Mr, Lester said, 

The May 3 meeting will be 
a critical one as far as the future 
of motor cycle racing at Manfeild 
is concerned, The situation will 
be re-assessed after this date and 
the Manfelld Board will invite 
the opinions of prominent Feilding 
citizens, 





previously, measurements had 
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496-856 
496-897 TAKAPUNA 
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HONDA 
A BETTER DEAL 
FROM A 
BETTER DEALER 


Motorcycles Ltd. 


320 LAKE ROAD, TAKAPUNA 
202 HINEMOA ST, BIRKENHEAD AFTER HOURS 


YAMAHA 


in the Bay of Plenty 


‘ 
PHONE OR WRITE - LARGE STOCKS AVAILABLE 
TYRES — TT 100 — K 111 — LARGE STOCKS 


LARGE RANGE. OF USED’ . 
PARTS FOR ALL MAKES OF MOTORCYCLES. SEND YOUR 
ENQUIRY NOW. 


FULL RANGE OF NEW HONDAS ALWAYS AVAILABLE 
TRADES WELCOME 


Confidential H.P Facilities 


SAWYER MOTORCYCLE CENTRE LTD 247 
CUBA STREET. PHONE 51308 WELLINGTON 








495-739 


L.M.V.D. 47-86-2682 
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ROTORUA MOTOR 
CYCLES LTD. 


A full range of machines always in stock. Backed up by 


complete stocks and after sales service. 

For all your requirement call in and talk to John Ander- 
son and have the benefit of his 22 years experience in 
the motorcycle trade. 


AMOHAU STREET ROTORUA 


— SAWYER zoNDa fey 


HONDA PARTS SERVICE. 












No 11N 
AUCKLAND 


* BEST INSURANCE We challenge 
you to better our rates. 


* BEST FINANCE Unlimited funds 
for deals - compare our rates, we 
know the best, 


* BEST USED BIKES You get 
6 months or 6000 miles written 
we-ranty 


* BEST WORKSHOP 4 Honda 
mechanics at your service 
lowest charge out rate In 
Auckland 


* BEST TRADE-INS Come and 
haggle a price with John or 
Will, we enjoy bargaining. 


EASTERN HONDA CENTRE 
20 Jollicoa Rd Panmure 
Ph 674-723 676-721 

















Unlucky Steve Dundon (500 Suzuki) leads eventual winner Rodney North (TZ350 Yamaha) in the Now Zealand sonior grand prix at Ruapuna Park. 


SHOWERS AND 
SURPRISES AT NZ. 


GRAND PRIX 


BY RUSSELL JONES- PHOTOS BRIAN HOPPING 





The Easter Grand Prix meeting used to be one of the 
highlights of the year. It was run on a circuit at Cust which 
was very fast but had a small disadvantage - it wasn’t sealed. 
The sight of Manx Nortons and A.J.S. 7R’s topping the ton 


in the dust was something else. 


It's now run at Ruapuna, 
the Canterbury Car Club’s sealed 
one mile circuit just outside 
Christchurch and always provides. 
good racing, but the prize money 
is limited ( a top rider would be 
lucky to get $100, even with 
a couple of wins) and most of 
the really quick boys are off 
chasing the big money 
overseas, John Boote and Stu 
Avant were in Bathhurst for 
the week-end chasing a share of 
$22,000. 

So,although the fields 
usually include very quick 
machinery, the prestige of 
winning the New Zealand Grand 
Prix in the various classes has 

diminished a bit, You’d be 
better off witha third in one 
of the Marlboro series races, 

All the same riders from 
Auckland, Wellington, Dunedin 
and of course Christchurch 
turned up for the Easter 1975 
meeting, 


RAIN 


It rained. It was drizzling 
on and off during practise , and 
there was quite a bit of water 
around the circuit, s0 everyone 
was a bit subdued, 

Gavin Ness, who was acting 
as starter during practise was 
dead unlucky - and lucky not 


4 


to be dead - when a_ bike hit 
him at full tilt, 

It was raining and very 
difficult to see when the 
practise session was stopped, 
Gavin was out onthe track 
with his red flag and most of 
the field had stopped on the 
main straight. But one rider 
either didn’t see the flag or 
couldn't stop and shot through 
on the inside collecting Gavin, 
He's in Chrischurch with a 
badly broken leg and won't be 
on his feet for some time, 

By the time the racing 
started at 12,30, the rain had 
eased off a bit, but during the 
first two events it came on 
even harder and the crowd of 
about 1000 got a soaking, 
But, by 3.00pm the sun was 
shining and the track had 
almost dried out. So there was 
a good combination of wet and 
dry racing, which made the 
meeting much more 
imteresting , 


A-GRADE 


The action kicked off with 
a ten lap open A-Grade event, 
which let GaryBoote and 
Paul McLachlan have a go on 
their TZ 700s - machines not 
eligible for the GP events - until 
someone changes the formula- 


and Boote showed his class in the 
wet by giving the big Yamaha 
fistfulls of throttle coming out of 
the slippery corners. McLachlan 
got tangled up at the hairpin and 
didn’t finish, 

The best part of the race was 
the dice between Owen Galbraith, 
the man who wins almost every 
South Island production race 
on his Kawasaki 750 triple, 
and lan Miles on a similar 
machine, 

They spent most of the race 
in fourth and fifth spot - not 
too bad in a field of hairy racing 
machinery - and Galbraith held 
Miles off all the way until the 
last lap, Miles passed him 
coming out of the second S when 
Galbraith was baulked by 
traffic, but Galbraith wasn't 
having that. On the sweeping 
Rothmans curve before the 
main straight he took a deep 
breath and went on the outside, 
It paid off and he crossed the line 
inches ahead, 

Thenext race was a B-Grade 
open of ten laps, It began when 
Alistair Mitchell, now of 
Christchurch, took to the front 


on his Yamaha T2250, R, Hewson, 


also of Christchurch, was 
pushing him very hard on his 
saml-racing Suzuki 400; which 
looks like a road bike but goes 
very quickly, Mitchell stayed 

In front for two laps but coming 
up to the hairpin for the third 
time at about 100 mph he could 
sense that Hewson might pick 
him off in the tight turn, He 


left his braking as late as he 
dared , but hit the anchors too 
hard for the wet track and 
everything locked up. 

He couldn‘t hold it and he 
and the bike went slithering down 
the track about 50 metres, Neither 
was damaged badly enough to put 
them out of racing for the rest of 
the day. Hewson went on to win. 


50cc GP 


Next up was the race at least 
seven people had been waiting for 
since last year - the 50cc Grand 
Prix, There were seven entries but 
only five started, and only three 
of them were competitive. On the 
second lap Brynley Davis passed A 
Holtham and Terry Carkeek and 
held the position for the rest of 
the four laps, 

It may look easy to 

corner at more than 50mph on 
a tiddler, but these blokes had 
their work cut out especially 
on the wet track, The crowd 
loves this type of racing and it’s 
a pity the fields are so small, but 
what can you expect when the 
machines have only one outing 
ayear? 

The ultra light-weight GP 
(up to 125cc) began with a 
dice between two local riders on 
Yamaha TA125 racers, David 
Hutchison led Kevin McCleary 
(who has retired a number of 
times but won't go away) for two 
laps of the eight but Kevin, who 
has said this is one GP he 
wanted to win before he retired, 
slipped past and held the front, 


Kevin has had a couple of tries 
at the 125 title on his superbly 
Prepared machine ( tuned by 

his dad, Tom) but has been 
beaten by mechanical trouble, 
This time he had his fingers and 
toes crossed and sure enough, he 
held on long enough to win. 

Hutchison dropped back 
after McCleary passed him and 
On the sixth lap had the bad 
luck to fall at the hairpin, which 
gave second place to Peter Ellis, 
of Hamilton, alson ona 125 
Yamaha, 

By the time the production 
(up to 350cc) race was run the rain 
had stopped and the sun was 
coming,out, But the track was 
still wet and now even more 
treacherous because it was 
unpredictable, 
John Woodley (Blenhiem) led 
the junior 350cc GP from start 
to finish on a drying track with 
newcomer RodneyNorth chasing 
him all the way. Both were riding 
72350 Yamahas, 

The open production 20 
lapper was won, as usual, by 
Galbraith, Miles, riding in a very 
similar style kept with him for 
four laps but on: the drying track 
Galbraith was too fast and Miles 
dropped back to finish about 
200 metres astern, 


OUT OF LUCK 


Then the big boys came 
out, However, because of the 
change from 500cc machines 
to 750s in the top racing the 
‘vig boys’ for the sanior 


Ne 


ingluded entrants,from 31 
JBNIop, with some pater ore 
No matter Steve Dundon 
Was there on his flying Suzuki 
500, and he was determined to 
beat the 350s after being beaten 
SO often himself by the 750s, He 
Was out of luck. ; 

_Dundon set off brilliantly:, 
leading from the first lap with 
Woodley and North following 
him, Unfortunately for Woodley 
his electrics gave up on the fourth 
lap, which put him on the side- 
line. North kept the pressure on 
Dundon, but was quite a long way 
behind, Dennis Ireland (Dunedin) 
andr; Martin Bayliss (Christchurch) 
were lying third and fourth on 
their Yamahas; the beginning of a 
race-long dice, 

The thirteenth of the 20 laps 
was the unlucky one for Dundon. 
As he accelerated out of the hairpin 
he went to change into third but 
his foot was stabbing at the air. 
The shaft through to the gear: 
change had broken off where the 
change pedal is connected. He 
was furious because he was riding 
well and the machine was doing 
all the right things, 

So, for yet another year, the 
New Zealand senior GP was won 
by a rider on a 350 Yamaha - 
Rodney North, Bayliss passed 
Ireland on the seventeenth lap 
and held him off to take second, 


OPEN GP 


The last ace was the 
Ruapuna open GP, and was run 
over 10 laps 

McLachlan had sorted out his 
Problems by this time and led 
Boote for eight laps, but the man 
who led for most of the first lap was. 
Galbraith - back on his stock- 
standard 750 Kawasaki. That man 
flies, and he knows Ruapuna as 
well as - no, probably better than 
his back garden, He finished 
seventh, ahead of some racing 
machines, 

Boote kept tremendous pressure 
on McLachlan, their machines never 

being more than a few feet apart, 
and on the last lap he took him on 


the inside coming out of Rothmans, 


Five sidecar combinations 
had two five lap and one eight lap 
race which proved to be very 
entertaining, especially when the 
track was slippery. 

Paul Corbett and Stu Forbes 
had the best of the racing, 
winning the first two races and 
claiming third in the next, 

In what was to become a 
regular feature of the Easter 
, meeting five machines of. the 
Cust era were wheeled out for a 
few suprisingly quick laps. 

There was an AJS 7R, an 
alder Ajay, two Manx Nortons, 
a Vincent 1000, and lovely 
B,S.A. Gold Star 500 - the 
latter hardly a racing machine 
but a remarkably quick tourer. 

It wasin road trim. 

Modern machines may be 
fast, but they don’t have 
something which seeps from every 
leaky oil seal of the old 
machines - character, 

So that was the Easter 
racing. But most of the 
spectators did not leave ina 
contented frame of mind. Most 
of them, like me,had paused 
for a few minutes - or an _hour- 
to drool over a machine that 
wasn’t even racing. There it 
was, parked beside the pits - 
an M.V. Agusta 750 four. Now 
that’s a real motorbike, 


TOP 

nal sidecar champions Paul 
Cortet and Stu Forbes (Blenheim) 
on thoir way to victory in the Canter- 
bury championship, held in conjunct- 
jon with the New Zeland grand prix 
meating at Ruapuna Park. 


CENTRE 
Sho needs a seat?" Christchurch’s 
Owen Galbraith (750 Kawasaki) gots- 
‘down to It In the open production 
race, which he won. 





J. Woadlev 
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50, 2; D. In 5 
edin), Yamaha’a30, yo2"4 (Dun 


B grade open, 1 laps: R. Hew- 
son (Christehurch), Suzuki’ 400} 1: 
B. Wylie (Christi tz 










grand prix, four 
s_ (Christchureh), 
rkeek (Blenheim), 

2; A. Holthain (Nelson), 
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125, I: P. 
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Caigou tehureln. naha 
50. 2: A. Brown (Christchurch), 
Yamialra 350, 3. 
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race: R. Harris, 1962 A. 
T, Dunning, Norton Ma 
Bramwell, 1960 Norton 
N.Z. lightweight grand pr 
: Boote. Yamaha 250, A. 
Bower (Christchureh), Yamaha 
250, 2: Wyti 

N.Z. junior grand prix, 20 laps: 
(Blenheim), Yamaha 
North (Auckland), 
Ireland, 

Production feature 20 
laps: 0, Galbraith (Cheh), Kawa- 
suki 730, 1: T, Miles (Cheh). Kawa 
Sarl po 2; Woodley, Kawasakl 
730, 3. 








N.Z, senior grand prix. 20 
laps: North, 1: MM. Bayliss (Auck- 
land) Yamaha 350, 2, Ireland 3. 
Rugpuna open grand _p. 
Japs: Boote, Yamaha, 700 
MeLachlan iCh 








: P. Corbett 
heim), Suzuki 
and A. Bovle 
Joss Time Speclal 750. 
. Olson and G, Watson 1\Wel- 
lington), Suzuki 750, 3. 


Canterbury side car champion- 


Clarke 






ship. 8 laps: Corbett. 1; Clarke. 
2; Olson, 3. 

Side cars, five Japs: Olson 1, 
Clarke 2, Corbett 3. 






A grade open. 10 laps: G. 
Boote (Christchurch, Yamaha 700, 
1; S. Maxwell |, (Tauranga), 




















BELOW 


New Zealand junior grand prix win- 
ner John Woodley (T2350 Yamaha) 
‘demonstrates his stylish cornering 
“technique around the fast Rothmans 
bend at Ruapuna Park. 













































impressive 


times. 


And the future looks 
very bright for both. John, 
now aged 20, Is already In 
Australla. He had high 
hopes of improving on his 
fourth placing at Bathurst 
a year ago but a flat rear 
tyre ended his hopes on 
the third lap when he was 
lying second. 

He intends to stay In 
Australia and compete In 
all the major events during 
the winter. Shortly, he will 
be Joined by Gary, who isa 
year younger but already 
following close behind in 
his footsteps. 

After a successful debut 
In America last season, 
John does not Intend to 
there regularly 
year. But he Is 
determined to return for 
the Laguna Seca race on 
August 3. “I went there 
last time and got a flat 
tyre. | have got to prove 
that | can foot It with the 
top Americans. If | don't 
go back, | will never know. 
The American riders don't 
like Laguna Seca. The 
track Is all turns and steep 
gradients — a real rider's 
course. The Americans 
prefer circults on which 
power Is the governing 
factor,” he sald. 


WORLD TITLE BID 


Next year, John Is 
serlously considering 
going to Europe for the 
Formula 750 champlonship 
and will also ride In the 
world 500cc championship 
If he can obtaln a sultable 
bike. “I wanted to go this 


The association between 
and the talented Boote brothers, 
John and Gary, is one of the most 
success 
motor-cycle road racing in modern #& 
Since they began riding 
under the..banner. of Team_Levi’s, 
the two young Christchurch riders’ - 
have snapped up many of the top 
honours in the sport. 








j i 9 Mei BEY The whole Boote/Lev's teom, mech- 
: —— . . - anics, helpers, friends, with Gary 
39) Boote at far left on the TZ700, Joh’ 
Levi’s Boote, (entre) on his TZ700 and the 
man who made the Boote brothers 
possible - Mr Boote snr. - on Gary's 
Yamaha 250. 
the crankshaft of 
second TZ750 broke. 
At Wanganui, things 
went well but in the third 
meeting at Tauranga his 
bike ran out of water and 
seized In the first leg and 
In the sécond he withdrew 









the 


stories of 





after colliding with 
American star Phil 
McDonald. 


year but | have not yet At Timaru, the radiator 





hose came off on the 
accomplished what |, want warm-up lap and he 
to here. To stand a chance missed the first leg. 
of becoming successful at John first became 


world championship level, 
you have first got to be 
successful In your own 
area. | want to beat the top 
Aussies first. And | know | 
can do it.” 

He rates Ron Toombs, 
Greg Hansford and 1975 
Bathurst winner Warren 
Willlng as the riders to 


Interested in motor-cycle 
racing while he was atten- 
ding Cashmere High 
School. Stewart Avant was 
one of his mates and he 
was already an enthus- 
lastic production racer. “I 
had a little 90cc Kawasaki 
and Stewart dared me to 
go racing on It. | accepted 


John Boote in action on the Yamaha TZ700. John is presently in Australia 
where he plans to stay and raco for most of this coming season. 











A 
FAIRY TALE 


beat. 
Dale Wood,  Boote's and one thing led to 
mechanic, will probably ~ 
accompany him to Europe z TURNING POINT 
next year. : Boote concentrated for 
But before then, John Y some time on the produc- 
wants to win the next 


tion class, gaining many 
successes on a 500cc 
Kawasakl roadster. One of 
the turning points In his 
career was In 1971 at the 
Porirua grand prix. Riding 
a 750 Kawasaki, he beat 
Dale Wylie on the produc- 
tion Norton Commanda in 
the production race. And, 
In the open class, he blew 


Marlboro International 
series. He feels that he 
could have done It this 
year but for a depressing 
number of mechanical 
fallures. “We worked out a 
little sum and, among the 
top riders, discovered that 
it was the riders who 
completed the most races 
who finished highest on 


off many of the genuine 
aggregate. Pat Hennen 
completed seven races and feclngt machines with the 
he won, Randy Cleek same Kawasakl. 


Former New Zealand grand 
prix champion Tommy 
McCleary |nr, a man who 
had done so much for road 
racing In this country, 
spotted Boote's potential 
and offered him a TR500 
Suzuki twin — then one of 
the finest racing bikes In 
the country. “I originally 
turned him down. | didn’t 
think | could ride It 
Properly. But | later decl- 
ded to give Ita try." 

It was the most Impoft- 


finished slx and he was 
second. | finished five for 
third” 

John started the Marl- 
boro series with two brand 
new 1TZ750 Yamahas and 
things looked good. But at 
Gracefleld, the fuel and oll 
didn't mix properly in the 
first leg. While the bike 
was sitting on the starting 
grid, the oll separated and 
on the first lap the engine 
selzed. In the second leg, 


Gary Boote cranks bis TZ700 Yamaha ri 
the recont Marlboro serles. Following 
Yamaha TZ350, 


‘Ight over during the Ruapuna round of 
Boote Is Australian Joff Sayloona 





ant decision of his career. 


He rode it for the first tim 
in the “Shell Race of the 
Year” at Wanganui and 
shocked the racing world 


ie 


by beating American Ron | 


Grant (750 Suzuki) and 
Claiming the $200 first 
Prize. “At the time, this 
was a fortune to me. 
Everybody wanted me to 
buy them tea.” 

John cannot say enough 


nice things about Mr 
McCleary, who is the 
- Managing director of 


Tommy's Suzuki Centre in 
Christchurch. “He started 
both me and Gary off. 
Being a former racer, he 
knew the frustrations a 
young rider could have 
trying to make a name ‘for 
himself. Not only did he 
provide us with bikes, but 
he never chastised us if we 
fell off. He was tremend- 
ous.” 

That season, when he 
was only 17, John won the 
New Zealand 500cc 
championship the 
youngest rider ever to have 
done so. His successes on 
the international scene 
since then have tended to 
overshadow this. i 


WORLD DEBUT 


For a time, John drop- 
ped out of the limelight. 
He decided to buy his own 
TRS500 water-cooled Suzuki 
in 1973 but at the eleventh 
hour cancelled the deal. 
He had lifted his sights to 
the new Yamaha __four- 
cylinder TZ750 machines, 
at the time only 
prototype stage. He 
arranged sponsorship with 
Levi's and they, in assoc- 
lation with Whites Ltd (the 
. Yamaha Importers), stole a 
march on the rest of the 
world by getting the first 
TZ750 racer in the world. 

The honour of being the 
first rider to race the new 
Japanese super racer in 
the world went to John 
Boote. And what a debut it 
was. John raced to 
victory in the third round 
of the Marlboro series at 
Gracefield on January 6, 
1974, and then followed it 
up with another victory in 
the final round at Ruapuna 
Park a week later. His third 
outing was in the New 
Zealand airfield champion- 
ships at Wigram and he 
cleaned up there, too. 

Yamaha and Levi's 
couldn't have wished for 
more. 

John went on to win the 
Malaysian grand prix at 
Kuala Lumpur and later in 
the season followed this 
up by winning the Penang 
grand prix and the Selan- 
gor grand prix, also in 
Malaysia. 

In Australla, where John 
spent more of the winter 
apart from a brief visit to 
the United States, he was 
a member of a_ team 
sponsored by Levi's and 
Grace Brothers. His team- 
mates were Willing and 
Bryan Hindle. 

Boote is very apprecia- 
tive of what Levi's have 
done for him. “Without 
their help, | wouldn't have 
been able to do what | have 
done.” 

‘John gave the New 
Zealand Grand Prix at 
Easter a miss in preference 
to the Australlan Bathurst 
International. “This Is a 
prestige meeting but It Is 
no use running It In 
competition with other 
Cont. on page 15. 


In the 


}US MARLBORO STARS RACE INUK 


} 
Trophy match races was capt- 
ained by Kenny Roberts, a23 
year-old motor cycle racer from 
California, whom many feel is the 
worlds best road racer, at present 

Roberts will ride a Yamaha 
TZ700 as will McDonald and 
Cleek; Hennen will ride his Suz- 
uki TR750. 

Other team members were 
Gene Romero (Yamaha TZ750), 
Don Castro (Yamaha TZ750) 


i Just in case any of you were thinking that the overseas 
riders in the last Marlboro series were has beens the riders in 
the recent Great Britain versus U.S.A. match should dispel 
any doubts. 

Although we don’t yet know 
the result of the racing this year, 
which was won last year by Great 
Britain, three members of the 
U.S.A. team, Pat Hennen, Phil 
McDonald and Randy Cleek, 
were Marlboro competitors this 
year. 


Tacer now puts him among 

the elite few in the States, 
Hennen, who had his share of 
bad luck during the first Marl- 
boro series (in 1972/73) has seen 
lady luck swing his way over the 
Past couple of- years. 





Yamaha TZ700). _ 
The Great Britain team, capt- 
ained by Percy Tait (Yamaha~ 
TZ750) boasted the only British 
made bike in the races. Dave 
Croxford, from Middlesex, the 
top Norton rider in Britain today, 
raced a Norton 750, 
Other Great Britain riders 
were Stan Woods (Suzuki 750), 
John Newbold (Suzuki 750), 
Mick Grant (Kawasaki 750), Barry 
Ditchburn (Kawasaki 750), Dave 
Potter (Yamaha TZ750), Pat Mah- 
oney (Yamaha TZ750). 
ae 





He has sat astride a winning 








Pat Hennen won the Marlboro streak lately, and although win- 


field and finally excluded him- 
self from the series after crashing 
at Bay Park. 

On their return to America, 
Cleek and Hennen were reclassi- 


for a factory ride on a TR750 
for competition in national races 
in the U.S.A. for this northern 
hemisphere season. He also won 
(in 1974) the Australian Pan 
Pacific chamipionship. 

The U.S.A. team that raced 
against Great Britain in this 
year’s John Player Transatlantic 
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fied from their junior rider status 
to expert status, Cleek had been 
an ‘expert’ flat track rider before 
and his elevation to expert road 
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The bike feels as if it's a part of 
you — the motor's running like 
a dream — lean into the curve. Great, 
here's a straight. 

Spark plugs? You wouldn't give 
them a thought — but they're 
there — working flat-out. Tough AC 
Spark Plugs can take it. 


tough to take hou: 
at peak revs in al 
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bike. 


keeps you going 





series, Randy Cleek came second ping the Marlboro series was a ES * 
and Phil McDonald, after show- highlight to start this year, he has here’s something to cover up that 
ing good form, fell off at Grace- also been snapped up by Suzuki grotty wallpaper in your room... 


A Poster of John Boote 
riding his ™Z750 
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Tough AC Spark Plugs keep abike 
when the pressure’ really on 
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AC Spark Plugs are built tough, — 


rs of motoring 
1 conditions. 


And a well tuned bike with the 
right kind of spark plugs can 
help save fuel too. So fit AC — there 
are AC Spark Plugs to suit every 


when the going’s tough 


Parts and Accessories Division of General Motors New Zealand Limited. 

























Ever since the trendsetting 250cc DT1 appeared in 1967 
Yamaha have produced dual purpose machines by which 
standards the other Japanese offerings have been judged. 
They haven‘t always been the fastest or the best handling 
or the most reliable or, indeed the most anything. Yet, 
because they have been such acceptable all-rounders they 
have been a common basis for comparison by road testers 
and the buying public alike. 

Perhaps it is because Yamaha underneath the filler cap. Front 
got such a good head start when and rear- guards, headlamp 








they hit on the DT1 that their shroud and brackets are speckled 
Machines are considered the trail silver, 
i bike pacemakers from Japan but, We are glad to say that the 
itis‘also;true|tosayithat Yamaha Dp S60's exhaust'system has. 
\ havel maintalned/their status by been retained, with minor Internal 
| constantly refining their models alterations, for it tucks well away 
and keeping one step ahead of beneath thes tank and seat where 
the opposition. it cannot annoy rider or passenger 
Yamaha's 1975 range of or get snagged on rocks. It also 
trail bikes differs only cosmet- adds greatly to the general air of 
ically from the: previous range, compactness on the 400. 
The most drastic changes have But anyone who is splashing 
been made to the flagship of out $1493 ona trail bike is ~ 
the fleet, the former DT 360A, interested in more than good looks, 
which has been endowed with Function isthe over-riding 
an extra 46cc and dubbed the qiterion of any machine and, in 
DT 4008, It's a bike which is the case of a trail bike, is 
certain to consolidate the particularly difficult to analyse, 
| Yamaha trail blazer image. Following in the tradition of 
| In appearance, the 400 past Yamaha trail bikes, the 
| is pretty, in a masculine sort OT 4008 is 50/50 road and 
| of way, like, say, a ‘69 Triumph tail, This may’come as something 
{ Bonneville is to a British road of a disappointment to those who 
bike enthusiast. may have been anticipating 
Lines are smooth and cantilever rear suspension and a 
seryihpa is peat ipeeeeh swing towards dirt-orientation on 
ie Canary yellow of the the new big-bore Ya 5 
> = Rasa oaew stletes an and oil sen fh ween | 
, cover contrast effectively with The blending of road and trail 
‘The DT 4008 
but levee eho MN) the glossy black frame and characteristics has been refined 
would help: in gaining tration up matt black engine unit, Though ver the past couple of years by 
stoop slippery ascents. tithe) sain ib nine the Japanese to the point where 
, the gas tank has a the two functions - street ridi 
The front brake is ffective. 7 ridin 
Tnuch se forthe tay ew T° shallower profile with a hump and dirt riding - areino longer. Ht 






































extreme variance With\one ano- 
ther) Today it's possible to buy 
))2g000)street bike Which is also 
@damnigood trail bike. The|DT 
{ 400 san excellent example; it 
ores high in/both functions, 
Toour Minds it is\possibly the 
MMOstexciting machine to com 
{from Japan, . 





















The powerplant is, of course, 
the main reason why we rate the 
400 so highly. The extra 46cc 
and larger carburettor (82mm as 
against 30mm) which were added 
to the 360 motor have given the: 
400 incredible torque at low 
engine speeds, The 360 mill, 
according to the Yamaha spec- 
Ifications, actually put out fract- 
jonally more maximum torque 
than the 400 but achieved it 
500 rpm higher up the scale. 
Whereas the 360 developed a 


claimed 27.7 ft/Ibs at 5,500 rpm, 
the 400 churns out 27.5 ft/lbs at 
5,000, but in practise the DT 400 
is “all systems go” right from 
tickover. 

Externally, the new radial fin 
head and matt black engine cas- 
ings are the obvious signs of 
change but less obvious is the use 
of magnesium alloy in the crank- 
case side|covers, 

Internally, the extra 46cc 
comes about by increasing the 
bore diameter from 80mm to 
85mm, while keeping the 70mm 
stroke of the 360, Compression 
ratio: remains the'same at 6.4:1. 
The result is instant power at 
virtually any engine speed or 
throttle opening, Although the 
motor is red-lined at 7,000 there 
is absolutely no point in going 
above 5,000'rpm through the 
gears. From anything above 
1800rpm, the merest whiff of 
throttle will send the 272Ib (net 
weight) machine surging |forward 
in any of the three lower gears, 














Oodles of power but a good handler 
.characterise the DT 4008. 


The motor continues to pull 
strongly up to 5,500 rpm, at 
which speed it is delivering its 
maximum horsepower, 

Like the 360 the 400 is fitted 
with Mitsubishi capacitor dis- 
charge ignition which does away 
with the need for points or con- 
densor and requires less main-. 
tenance, 

Five wide ratio gears harness 
the power although the 400 could 
easily have made do with four. 
Gear lever travel is short, engage- 
ment Is crisp and the clutch: 
requires very little lever pressure 
so that If, despite the broad pow- 
@ spread, a rider wants to play 
with the gears, missed shifts or an 
aching left wrist are not likely to 
detract from his pleasure. 

The double cradle frame 
dlosely follows the configuration 
of the precantilever 250cc and. 
360cc Yamaha moto cross mach- 
ines and is of straight-forward 
design, The 400 carries its weight 
low and combined with a proven 
frame and| suspension makes for 
easy handling. 

‘Thermal-Flow units soften the 
shocks at the rear of the blkejand 


the front.forks perform well both 


onand off the road. Smaller, 
Yamaha traillbikesavea = 
“mushy” feel at the front over 
‘bumpy terrain but this was notic- 
eably absent on the 400: The 
Thermal Flow rear shocks are 
another feature derived from earl- 
jer moto crossing experience. The 
units incorporate an oil reservoir, 
mounted in front of the units 
themselves, which cool the oil 
and help maintain the dampen- 
ing effect in tough conditions; 

After picking up the test bike 
from\W White's in Wellington, 
our tester spent a couple of 
hours meandering around'town, 
and cruising on the motorway, 
Stepping off a 100cc trail bike 
onto the big 400 meant the time 
spent getting used to it was more 
than necessary before taking to 
the rough stuff. 

On the street the 400 behaves 
simpeccably, It is quite content to 
lazily lope along in third or four- 
th gear in town and suburbs but 
is ready at a moments notice to 
assume the role of 70 mph cruis- 
er. And if the proper tyres were 
fitted it would undoubtedly, per 


form the duties of a “scratcher™” 


= 5 too, 


The DT 360 was well equipped 
for long distance touring, either 
solo or with passenger, and the 
400 iis similarly capable. Cruis - 
ing speed can be anything up to 
70\mph, depending on how the 
rider feels about vibration. On 
the test bike, the vibes began to 
make themselves felt at about 
4000 rpm, through the footpegs, 
gas tank and/hand grips. It was 
not particularly Unpleasant, 
though, and we doubt if it would 
be bad enough to eause numb- 
ness over an extended journey. 
The seat is plenty big enough for 
two large persons and while bes 
ing on the firm side, is very com- 
fortable, The strap Which passes 
across the seat bothers neither 
rider\nor passenger. One feature 

which long-distance riders might 
complain about, however, is the 
small gas tank which holds only 
Q litres, While we did not take 
any definite consumption figures, 
we can say that the gas level drop- 
ped at an alarming rate and we 
suspect that 75 miles Would be 
about the maximum range, In the 
bestiof conditions, r 
In the dirt, the 400’s pow- 
er at low revs makes light Work 
of hard going such as slow up- 
hill slogs and sand washes. The 
Power gets to the ground, 
though a 4,50 knobbly would 
be better equipped to handia It 
than the 4,00 x 18 Dunlop tri- 
als universal tyre which comes 
as standard, There were times 
when NZMCN testers found 
themselves Winding on the thro- 
ttle but wasting tha power In 
Wheelspin. Nevertheless, with 


Cont. on page 15; 















Hamilton‘s Greg Power pulled’ off an amazing victory in the 
second round of the Australia versus New Zealand Suzuki 
sporting trial series at Canberra on April 5. In riding to his win 
Power defeated the cream of Austalia’s trialists on his borrowed 
Suzuki RL 250, 


The five-man New Zealand 
team picked up their Suzukis from 
the series’ sponsors , Hazell and 
Moore , of Sydney, just prior to 
the first round of the series at 
Easter weekend and put up a 
good show first time out on the, 
unfamiliar machines. Power 
finished third in the first round 
and Peter Grinter came sixth, 
but, in the second round all 
five New Zealanders, Power, 
Grinter, B, Mitchell, N. Harris, 
A Grey, finished in the top 10, 

Power and NSW rider 
Peter Paice, the City of Sydney 
champion and a member of 
Mick Aadrews' 1975 Scottish 
Six Day Trial Team, both lost 
41 points to finish at the top 
of the second round results, but 
Greg took overall first place with 

“the most ‘cleans’, Grinter finished 
fourth and Alister Grey, Bruce 
Mitchell and Neil Harris came 
seventh, eighth and tenth 


standard of Australian riders: 

On arrival in Sydney prior to 
the Easter weekend our team was 
met by Mr. Joe Moore Jnr of Hazel 
and Moore, NSW Suzuki 
distributors, We were taken to his 
shop and given Suzuki RL 250's 
to fettle for the big Easter three- 
day trial held near Cootamundra, 

On Good Friday we 
travelled across endless miles of 
dry rugged country to the venue 
headquarters where we were met by 
members of the Cootamundra MCC 
who took us into their homes and 
and instantly made us feel at home. 

Key figures were Mr. Ed 
Collingridge and his wife, Jan. Helped 
by a very capable team and enth- 
usiastic club members they put 
on an excellent three-day trial 
which attracted just about all the 
top riders throughout Australia 


On Easter Saturday torrential 


rain poured down on thetrial 
venue = a rugged granite-laden 







the area whilst instructions 

are given’and also\looks: 
extremely impressive and 
colourful with many brands 

of machinery lined up like 
military armament, During 

this period each day |unch was 
served and it gave us a chance to 
talk to many riders and 


officials, 


First Day: The terrain in this 

area is known as decomposed 
granite which has a base material 
of granite slab rock which sheds 

a type of powdered sand very 
much ‘like ball bearings, This 
combined with loose oytcrop 
formed the basis of each section. 
As the heavy rain fell, the base 
earth soon put a premium on 
traction, and although.;, being wet 
very quickly, dug out with 

endless rear wheels fighting for 
grip and produced some 
formidable obstacles to say the 
least. Our boys put up a truly 
great show as the wet conditions 
favoured us, rain being somewhat 
alien in these parts, and, after pre- 


trial nerves had subdued they really 


began to settle down and get into 
some serious riding, 

Greg Power and Peter Grinter 
had” the local boys worried and 


Bruce Mitchell shows strain on his 
face, and a couple of dents in the 
‘Suzuki tank as he inches round a 
tricky corner at Cootamandra. 


LEFT: 


Greg Power, riding an unaccustomed 
Suzuki F1L250, was the top New - 
Zealand competitor at Cootamundra. 






and took a heavy toll from many 
of the top boys, It was a cleverly 
conceived uphill question mark~ 
shape which provided avery narrow 
verandah as it woundits way up. 
the rock strewn hill. As every 
rider passed through, no one 

stone stayed in the same place, 
and again the traction could be 
aligned to riding on ball bearings 
which is not often encountered 

in New Zealand. 

The Australian riders were 

-obviously on familiar going though 
and demonstrated how to ride 
outcrop Aussie style. The previous 
days winner Peter Paice, was 
knocked down to second spot 
being beaten by top Montesa 

rider Steve Johnson, who 

clearly showed the way to 
everybody, Once again our 

boys were well placed and many 
people and riders commended 
their performances and were 
suprised at our calibre of 

riding. The day was rounded 


respectively. 
Paice, who is believed to ride 
accantilever, fuel-injected Yamaha 


hillside about a mile out of town. 
The rain made section conditions 


Put up some top class rides which put 
them into the first ten finishers that 
day, Top Australian, Peter Paice, 


tough and, as one could expect, 
the atmosphere was tense as top 
Australians and our boys 
unloaded their machines- each 
wondering just what was going 
to transpire in this rugged area, 
After a four hour practise 

period our boys soon became 
familar with their Suzukis and 
many local riders began to 
realise that the New Zealand 
standard of trial riding was not 
to be underestimated, 

After practise, the machines 


TY250- one of only two made- the 
other being ridden by Mick Andrews 
until he abandoned the cantilever 
rear suspension recently - was top 
rider at the first three-day round 
but Grinter stole some of his glory 
by winning the third day's event. 
Brian Hoare, New Zealand's 
natlonal trials series organiser and 
team manager for the lads in 
Australia, sent NZMCN the 
following report after the first 
round, Photos are by David 


Ainley, of Cootamundra, (120 of them) were placed in a 
Our team of riders began with compound and remained there 
a vengeance in Cootamundra (approx until scrutineering had been 
276 miles SSW of Sydney) and completed and riders briefed, 
quickly demonstrated that they mean The compound Is a good 
business against an extremely high _idea as it completely silences 
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showed fine form on his Yamaha 
TYB and narrowly beat off the 
opposition, Neil Harris, Bruce 
Mitchell and Alister Grey all 
finished well up and kept the 
opposition on their toes, 

Second Day! The weather 
changed to blue open sky and crisp 
air and the sections quickly dried 
out.Riding the first day sections 

in reverse the New Zealanders 
began to pull away from the local 


opposition as they became more 
familiar with thls tricky and 
unpredictable terrain, Thay also 
had a better feel of their Suzuki 
machines and were more ralaxed, 
One section out of the ten 
Proved to be the deciding factor 


off with a bar-b-que and a tilm 

evening and the atmosphere was 

vem and friendly and enjoyed 
y all, 


Third Day: The third days trial 
Started under a cold cloudy sky 
at 9a.m.. There were three laps 
of ten sactions which were on a 
course length of about one mile, 
The sections comprised dense 
granite outcrop and steep climbs 
over stepped granite slabs with 
moss and a sprinkling of loase 
sandy soil, 


Peter Grinter soon settled 
down to. the conditions and set 
the pace with consistent rides 
on each section. One section 
in particular took its toll, It 
was a rugged entry across a 
steep hillside, followed by a 
sharp right hand turn over 12 
inch high granite steps suitable 
walled about machine width 
and followed by a left hand 
turn out to exit over loose 
rolling stone. It washere that 
Peter Grinter grabbed the lead 
and puta fantastic performance 
to lose one point on his first 
lap and two points oh subsequent 
laps, Apart from the overall 
winner, Peter Paice, Grinter was 
the only rider to equal a one 
point ride up this Scottish S.D.- 
trial type section - a truly great 
performance, _ 

After the trial we knew that 
the New Zealand contingent had 
done well over thethree days’ 
and when the results.came out it 
was confirmed that Peter Grinter 
had taken first place and.Greg © 
Power had taken fourth place 
for the day’s ride. 

It-was anxious moments as 
we awaited the final results for 
the trial and to our delight Greg 
and Peter had finished extremely 







Neil Harris, who mormally rides an 
(Ossa In trials, negotiates his loaned 
Suzuki RL 250 over the dippery 
Cootamundra hillside. 


well up , with our 
riders in close company, 
In conclusion the trial was 
extremely well organised by the 
Cootamundra Club and it is 
vbvious that the standard of 
Australian trials riding Is of a 
very high calibre. | would add 
here also that our own. standard 
is of equal quality and our boys 


Cont. on page 16, 
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Saturday moming: There | was 


+ » » 170 mph on the 


Daytona Banking, screwing the C.R.750 Honda to It's 
shrieking limit. There was Ago beside me, he was 
glancing nervously at the big T.Z.’s temperature gauge, 
his machine’s exhausts were glowing and shimmering 
with the Intense heat. Then his back stiffened and he sat 
bolt upright, all the fear and confusion of a selzure In his 
eyes. The big 700 racer seemed to lift off the ground and 
was hurled forward, disintergrating In a shattering moan 


of death. 


The nolse drowned out the cry of the Honda close 


behind. 

Ago spun awkwardly and 
bounced into’ the air, 
cartwheelling towards me. | 


‘Inched forward’on' the seat. _ 
and ended “‘Up*sitting on” 


the tank as he plummeted 
onto the seat with a cry of 
“Sapristl. . . | amsaved". | 
continued on with the race 
passenger or no pass- 
enger. 

By the time | hit the 
banking again, Ago was 
giving me polnters and 
directions on how to ride 
the machine on the limit. . 
. | was rapidly picking off 
others. Second time onto 
the banking and he was 
reaching around me 
working the controls, while 
I clung onto the fairing. He 
was obviously enjoying 
being at the helm of the 
Honda . this was 
painfully evident when the 
multiple World Champion 
pushed me off at the 
slowest section of the 
course ... . the 70 mph 
chicane. With a cry of 
“Giacomo Agostin! doesn't 
carry passengers”. . . he 
was gone. Filbert Four, the 
Honda Team Captain, was 
not Impressed as he ran up 
yelling at me. “Getup... 
Get up”. 

“Get up” sald the hazy 
figure In the blue dressing 
gown. 

“Filbert?” | groaned: 

“Are you still going to 
Taupo with Diane? .. . If 
you are then you'd better 
get up. It's nearly 9 
o'clock” replled my Mother 

“Uh. ..uh... ooh" | 
Said. 

“Get up” 

It dawned on me IIke the 
day had hours ago. He was 
my Idol . . . my dream 
figure (| admit It, we all 
have them). Agostini. In all 
my psuedo  road-racing 
fantasies | fought titanic 


battles with the lad, and 
nelther of us ever won. 
Reality now called and a 
most unherolc. figure 
slowly™ dressed; © washed 
and breakfasted. 

! ventured out Into the 
hazy air of the late summer 
morning, and unlocked the 
shed where the 350 Four 
was housed. ‘Here's Ago 
wheellng out the big 500 
Yam onto the grid at 
Clermont Ferrand’ | was 
shaking my head and 
mumbling “No... no 
more dreams” First hit of 
the button and the engine 
roared. Full choke’ was 
requiredbut could be eased 
off quickly. Only a minimal 
warm-up period was 
needed before It settled 
Into a steady rustle at 
1000rpm. | loaded my 
duffle bag aboard, selected 
first (with a Jarring clunk) 
and moved out. The 
change from first to 
second was ragged but the 
rest were smooth and 
positive. First thing In the 
morning It's a bit rough 
but when It's at operating 
temperature It’s sheer’ bliss 
to know. 

| picked up Diane (fear- 
less angel on the pillion) 
and we drove slowly 
through town and Into the 
hills. Two up Is no sweat 
for the littlest Four. It 
would pull away strongly 
from 2000 revs and despite 
it's small capacity, was 
more than up to the task of 
carrying two. It let Itself 
down horribly In the rear 
shocks department 
though. With the shocks 
Jacked up as far as 
possible, there was. still 
excessive wallowing on 
bumping corners, Diane 
felt it worst on the back, 
as the machine seemed to 
fishtail and slide in the 
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bends. Not too dangerous 
but very unnerving. | made 
a mental note to fit ‘Konis’. 
On the straights the bike 
was faultless. With the 
engine happily buzzing 
away at 7000 It was 
positive and very smooth. 
Sadly, there was coarse 
tingling at 5 to 6000, so | 
had my excuse for the 
highway patrol all worked 
out. Bumps became gentle 
undulations . . . and seat 
comfort, handlebar pos- 
Itloning and the foot-peg 
positioning ensured a 
sweet ride. 
lt was through the 
Rununga Deviation that the 
old adrenalin began to 
flow. | was totally obliv- 
lous to my passenger as | 
began to fling the ‘Four 
through sweepers and 
tight bends with the style 
of Ago and the gay 
abandon of a kid on a 
delightful motorcycle. It 
was on a nasty 'S' bend 
that | realised how fast | 
was going. DiI the Brave 
leant forward and yelled in 
the vicinity of my ear... 
a tno do you think you 
ee . 6... CGlaco 
Baosthits me 
“Yeah” | replied 
Startled). E (ei 


“Giacomo Agostini 
doesn't carry Passen- 
gers.” 


"'d heard that before... 
Seemed sensible sort of 
advice . . . even more 
sensible when she reached 
around and offered to work 
the controls. 


“No... No, Filbert'll kill 
reamed, 


Puzzled silence foll- 
owed. Fantasy had 


become reallty. . . and the 
dry roads had became wet. 
The Japanese covers were 
more than up to the task 
required’ of them. There 
was ample adhesion on the 
greasy roads... evenona 
visclous corner that was 
tighter than | anticipated . 
. . we were heeled well 
over but amazingly there 
was _ no silding at all. 
Confidence plus In Jap 
manufacture. 

The disc brake though, 
seemed to lose a lot of it's 
excellent dry stopping 
power. The plastic water 
shield didn’t do athing -.. 
perhaps it let the water In 
and wouldn't let It out. | 
made another mental note 
to fit a mud-flap to the 
front mudguard, as the oll 
filter and the two centre 
pots were becoming 
clogged with slush about 
the fins. 

On the plains, when the 
weather had improved 
somewhat, we hit a top 
speed of 90 mph, which Is 
very good with two up. 
Through the town | could 
happily tootle around In 
fourth with the revs as low 
as two and a half, yet It 
would still pull away 
cleanly with no snatch. 

On the return trip (we 
only went for a swim In the 
hot pools) | held the bike 
at 90 again for the duration 
of the plains. It's got to be 
the top middle-welght 
tourer on the market. . - 
oh and a note for any 
Traffic Patrol lads reading, 
| didn't mean to go so fast 
... the bikes got a spirit 
of It's own . . . smooth, 
unbeatable and strong. 





Former double world speedway champion Ronnie Moore 






gives the inside story on the crash in Australia which nearly 
claimed his life. Ronnie, now on the mend in Christchurch, 
will resume his fortnightly column on speedway sport in the 


next issue. 





At the time of writing this it is three months since my crash in 
Newcastle, Australia, and | still can’t.remember a thing about it. In 


fact the six weeks after the crash are entirely blank -1 


was 


unconscious for four weeks and lying flat on my back in bed for 
the next two. But things are starting to look a lot brighter now. 


Jill, my wife, and my mother 
flew to Australia tha day after the 


accident and they were a tremen-» 


dous help. Thanks to them | 
managed to get permission to fly 
home to New Zealand. The 
doctors had'been planning to 
keep me in hospital for anoth- 
er six months in Sydney. | 
couldn't stand the thought of 


that. 

So what really happened? 
Because of the six weeks 
missing from my memory, | 
have had to rely on reports from 
different people. Asfar as! 
an gather the following is 
What happened, 
BORROWED BIKE 

[hit the rear wheell of John 
Louis! bike duringa heat of the 
only Barry Briggs= van Mauger 
world champions’ troupe 
meeting in Australia, Down | 
went. Perhaps the fact that | 
was riding a strange bike 
contributed, | had done Briggo 
and Ivan a favour by leaving my 
‘own bike in New Zealand on the 
Understanding that | would have 
anew one which was being held 
jn bond by Customs in Sydney. 
However, they were unable to 
et It cleared in time for the 


match and:so | had to borrow 
a B-Graders bike for the 
meeting. 

When | fell my head got 
really mashed in and my right 
eye came out. Ivan Mauger 
probably saved my life by 
getting my helmet off after 
track staff had been trying to 
remove it without undoing it. 
The track is out of town a bit 
so the police arranged for all 
the traffic lights to be green 
and escorted the ambulance 
to the hospital. 

The head doctor, apparently 
said it was a waste of time 
doing anything to meas | was 
as good as dead. But two holes 
were drilled through my head 
to relieve the pressure and this 
did the trick. 

The next day Barry and Ivan, 
after hearing about the reaction 
of the head doctor, insisted 
that | was moved to Sydney. 
That meant a 100-mile drive by 
ambulance. 

John Langfield and his wife, 
Sandra, were quite tremendous, 
They picked up Jill and my 
mother when they flew into 
Sydney and looked after them 
all the time they were in Sydney. 
One of the first things | can 


remember Is‘being in John’s car, 
being driven to Sydney airport 
to catch the ‘plane home. 

After checking in we had a 


“o™=" cup of tea and | managed to get 


a 


a lot of information about what 
had happened from John, who is 
one of Australia's top speedway 
riders, 

Now | am:at home but still 
very much under doctor's orders. 
‘\_ | have to spend all my time at 
home and this affects my Suzuki 
shop. New Zealand test rider 
Graeme Stapleton is looking 
after it at the moment and doing 
a great job. Graeme should at 
this moment be in England 
racing in the British League 
for Wimbledon, z 

| have just spent some time 
with a neuro-surgeon and got a 
real going over. He seemed to 
be happy with my progress, 
Another specialist is coming to 
Christchurch shortly to have a 


|S ee oa 


Tae 


‘look at me, 

My biggest enemy at the 
moment is time. All | can do 
is lay about all day. But | 
mustn‘t complain, At least | 
am doing this at home - not in 
a hospital, Unfortunately there 
isa good chance this might have 


to go on for quite some time yet. 


Still this gives me time to write 
for NZMCN and | hope to be 
in a position to resume my 
regular column next issue. 


HELMET 


One thing about the 
accident that | feel | should 
mention concerns my helmet. 
1am positive that the injuries 
were worse than they might 
otherwise have been because | 
was not wearing a full face 
helmet. 

My own Bell full face 
was stolen from my shop, where 
it was on display, a few days 





cS a matter of cycle 
| COMmMmMmMuanica;ior.... 


New Zealand 


News 





‘before | went to Australia'with .” 


the troupe; | was forced to use 
my spare open face helmet and, 
in the type of crash | had, it 
didn’t give me adequate 
protection. 

One point to finish on 
| have a Jawa speedway bike 
for sale. It is really something 
special, It has all the latest 
parts in the engine (from 
America) and it goes a lot better 
than a standard bike. Another 
isat present being built up. 
for me in America so if there 
is anybody interested in the one 
| already have out here, contact 
me at Christchurch 324-341. 

My thanks to everybody who 
has written or sent a get well 
card, |t was great to receive them, 
| got a card from every promoter 
in America - as well as just about 
every rider - and 200 cards from 
England as well as one signed by 
40 people 
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IRELAND GETS T2700 


Dunedin’s Dennis Ireland has 
graduated from his ex-Landrebe 
Yamaha TZ 350 and bought ~ 
Gary Boote'sTZ700, ‘Boote's 
last ride on the 700 was at the 
Easter.GP meeting so he is 
concentrating on his Yamaha 
250 at the moment. if 

Boote shortly intends to 
cross the Tasman to race in 
Australia, where he will 
probably obtain a new machine. 


MILLERON FORM 

While still in the UK - it's 
good to see Kiwi moto cross 
star, lvan Miller, who is riding 
factory Bultaco’s in Britain, 
getting into the hang of it over 
there. In his first meeting since 
his departure from New 
Zealand, Miller won the final 
race of the day in an important 
event in Cheshire. 


HARRIS THE 1%-ER 

Chris Harris, former New 
Zealand trials champion now 
campaigning in the UK, receives 
honourable mention in the 
latest English Motor Cycle News 
to reach these shores, 

In a report of the third 
round’ of the British Trials 
Championship, won by Mick 
Andrews (Yamaha), a section 
reads: “Andrews commented: 

The only section | didn’t like 
was a steep grassy climb at 
Meadow Gate, . The killer 
hill stopped 99 per cent of 
the entry. The exception was - 
Chris Harris, fcom. New... 
Zealand, who foot s|ogged to the 
summit but didn’t make any 
awards” 








SPEEDSTERS HONOURED 
A plaque marking the world 
speed records established by 
Russel Wright (solo) and Bob 
Burns (sidecar) in 1955 was 
unveiled on the tram road at 
Swananoa (near Christchurch) 
the venue for the successful 
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record attempts - during Easter 
weekend. 

The plaque was placed on the 
site by the Vineent Owner's Club, 
which held its annual-rally at 
Christchurch to co-incide with 
the New Zealand GP. 

Wright set his record of 
185mph ona Vincent in July 
1955. Using the same machine, 
with an extra wheel, Burns 
increased his own record to 
162mph. Burns had set the 
world record of 155mph in 
December the previous year. 
Both speeds remain as New 
Zealand outright records. 


PUKEKOHE IN 


Dave Crook, president of the 
Auckland Motor Cycle Club, has 
indicated that the club will stage 
around of the.1975/76 Marlboro 
Series. Crook has given the series 
co-ordinator, Malcolm MacGregor 
of Wellington, the verbal go-ahead 
to include Pukekohe on the list 
of venues. It is expected that 
Pukekohe will kick off the next 
series on December 14 or 15, 


NEW TRIALS FORMAT 


This winter's New Zealand 
trials series will again be decided 
over six rounds - three in the 
north and three in the south. 

But it could:well be the last time 
the championship will be held 
in this manner. 

The new organsier of national 
trials, Brian Hoare of Auckland, 
has put a number of different 
proposals before clubs and-it is 
likely. that the ones most-)=- 
favoured willbe put before 
the forthcoming annual confer- 
ence of the New Zealand ACU, 
One proposal provides for the 
reduction of the series to four 
Meetings, two in each island. 
Another suggests the re- 
establishment of North and 
South Island championships 
to be followed by a New Zealand 

experts trials championship .. 
Others call for various forms of 
qualifying rounds leading up 





to a championship final. 

This season the New 
Zealand series will open on 
April 26 and 27 at an event 
organised by the Thames 
Valley Club, Other rounds 
will be on July 13 (Manawatu- 
Orion) , August 3, (Corsair, 
Christchurch); August 30 and 
31 (Otago), September 21 
(Nelson}..0 ctober 26 (!xion). 

Joint winners of the title 
last season were Bruce 
Mitchell (Christchurch) and Greg 
Power (Hamilton); 

The annual North - South 
trial (won by the South last 
season) was abandoned because 
nobody was prepared to 
organise it. However, the NZ 
Scott Trial will be held on May 
18 by the Hamilton Club, 





THANKS 


Hamilton moto crosser 
Laurie Love, has dropped us a 
line asking us to pass on his grat- 
eful thanks to “all those very 
kind people who came to my 
assistance at the recent Wanganui 
moto cross”. Laurie came off in 
a big way on the Sunday early in 
the programme and damaged his 
shoulder. 

Following doctor's orders, he 
is now out of action for a while 
and will miss the North verses 
South mots cross at Anzac week- 
end, His place in the 250cc 
North Island squad is filled by 
Levin's Francis Atkins, one of 
the top C-graders, on a Honda 
CR 250, 


BOOM TO adem’ 
2 se59 oy inee Mf 


OFF TO AUSSIE 

National A-grade moto cross 
championship runner up Peter 
Boyle of Lower Hutt, and Palm- 
erston North's Phil Turnbull 
hope to take part in two or three 
Australian meetings in May. 
The pair will be spending three 
weeks on holiday in Queens- 
land and hope to have bikes jack- 
ed up for them by Steve New, 
another Palmerston North A- | 
grader, who Is currently in Bris- 
ban. 


GRANDDADDY OF THEM ALL 


It was almost April’s Fools 
Day, but not quite, and no one 
was going to play jokes on New 
Zeland’s oldest, and as it turns 
out fastest grandfather. 

On Saturday March 29 Bert 
Munro, a 76-year-old grandfather 
of 22 and great grandfather of 10 
celebrated his birthday by crack- 
ing the New Zealand beach speed 
record with a terminal average 
speed of 136 mph on a much- 
modified 1932 Indian Scout. 

Bert set his record on Oreti 
Beach, Southland. It was some- 
thing he had been trying to do 
for 18 years, Even then he was 
not beating another rider - he 
was topping his own record of 
132 mph set in 1957 on the 
same motor cycle mind you. 

Bert Munro, who was the sub- 
ject of a feature film shown on 
television last year, still holds 

United States of America land 
speed records set on the Indian, 
equipped with a streamlined 


Former national road race champion Kevin McCleary (Christchurch) 
narrowly leads from Dave Hutchison (also Christchurch) in the early 
stages of the New Zealand ultra-lightwelght gP. McCleary went on 


to win comfortably. 


























5000 WINTER. 


MIX SERIES 


OFFICIAL ENTRY | 
FORM 


ROUND ONE 

Otaihanga, May 11 

Entries close May 1 

(No late entries accapted) 

ALL CLASSES CATERED FOR 


ENTRY FEE $5.00 
(Two passes issued with entry) 


SEND ENTRIES TO: 
Ixion Motor Cycle Club 
P.O. BOX 50286 
WELLINGTON 






SIGNED: ,, 





nes records stand at 183 
mph for motor cycles betw 
7p0ce and 1000cc oy 


SMITH’S QUICK CLIMB 


The fearsome Tauwhare 
Hill was conquered with a 
vengeance during the Nat- 
jonal 125cc and Open hill 
climbers championships, 
conducted by the Hamilton 
Motorcycle Club. 

For 20 years the track of 
12,9 seconds for the 220 yd 
hill has stood despite deter- 
mined assaults over recent 
years on much-more modern 
machinery. 

This time, determined 
efforts to obtain the nat- 
ion open title gave Moss 
Smith, Les O’Brien and 
Lance Hawkins faster runs 
than ever recorded before 
on this hill, with Moss 
Smith taking the open 
title and setting fastest time 
of the day with an incredi- 
ble 12.1 secs on his 400cc 
Cantilever Yamaha 


OPEN TITLE 

Moss Smith, 12.1secs 1 FASTEST 
TIME OF DAY 

Les O’Brien, 12.2secs 2 

Lance Hawkins,  12.7secs 3 

125ce TITLE 

Hugh Anderson, 15.7secs 1 

Moss Smith, 15.8secs 2 

Lance Hawkins,  16.0secs 3 









Racing No. - 








Yamsha DT 4008 cont. from page 9, 
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~~ 
an easy hand en the twist- 
grip the 400 found the traction 
necessary to climb a particularly 
steep rutted climb which had a 


satreacherously-slippery wet clay 


‘surface, 

The broad power spread 
combined with the wide ratio 
gearbox combine to take care 
of any trail situation. Ina 
way, the DT 400 is a lazy- 
man’s trail bike for it takes 
much of the responsibility on 
itself. In the vast majority of 
Situations, the choice of gear is 
Not critical and the bike will 
fun smoothly in second or even 
third gear in places where the 
lowest cog’ might have been 
wisest, However, this.can lead 
to problems of its own, In the 
short time we had the 400 we 
Were so impressed with the low 


end torque tbat, we sometimes _ 


Ve"bIt too far” 
and stalled it: But at these 
times we obviously hadn't 
been keeping a clase enough 
eye on the tachometer because 
it wasn’t until the needle was 
indication sub-1800 rpm that 
the.stalling would occur, The 
simple fact is, the 400 mill is 
so smooth and grunty that the 
rider tends to ignore the tacho- 
Meter completely unless he’s 
really in the mood for flying, 
in which case he will keep the 
motor spinning around the 
4500 to 5500 rpm range. 

The suspension which we 
found excellent for toad use 
Proved a little lively in the 
fough. The fault lay not at 
the front of the cycle so much 
as the rear, where the spring- 
ing is definitely on the harsh 
side for a trail rider of medium 
weight, even with the springs 
set on the lowest of the five 
Pre-load settings, 

Front fork action is fine and 
absorbs bumps large and small 
without the “mushy” feel pre- 
viously mentioned, 

Another aspect of the 400's 
Performace which is slanted to- 
wards the street rather than the 








dirt is braking. The front 160- 
mm conical-style unit is a new 
addition but although its per- 
formace on the tarmac would 
put to shame many street-only 
bikes, its action is far too fierce” 
in the rough. Comparatively 
little lever pressure is required 
to lock the front wheel, part- 
icularly in soft ground, and 
with the cable adjusted nor- 
mally, a grab at the lever will 
send the front wheel skating 
before the lever is half way to- 
wards the handgrip. 

The rear.15Ommunit is rod 
operated but has more feel 
about it and can be better trust- 


Riding position is excellent 
for medium to tall riders. It 
encourages the rider to perch 
at the very front of the 
seat where the tank. can be 


“gripped easily with the Knees. 


One: of our: testers who made 
do with a pair of jeans for leg 
covering found that the insides 
of his thighs were pinched once 
or twice between the tank and 
the seat but concluded that it 
was his fault for not standing 
on the pegs through the rough 
stuff. 

Yamaha has always been a 
great payer of attention to 
styling detail and the DT 400B 
again follows the tradition. As 
well as the usual speedo, (cali- 
brated in Km/h) blinkers, bash 
plate etc,-the latest Yamaha 
has twin mirrors, a sturdy 
chrome-carrier, rubber cable 
protectors and cable guides, 
Other functional niceties are 
tyre rim locks (one at front, 
two at rear), a front brake lin- 
ing check window with rubber 
covering plug and, the most 
usefill of them all, an automatic 
decompressor which comes into 
effect when the kick start is 
depressed, making for much 
easier starting, Often, three or 
four kicks were necessary to 
coax the engine into life but 
compression itself is not likely 
to prove bothersome to anyone 













ENGIN: single cylinder, two 
stroke with reed valve induction. 
DISPLACEMENT: 397cc. BORE 
AND STROKE: 85mm x 70mm. 
COMPRESSION RATIO: 6.4:1. 
LUBRICATION: Autolube. 
CARBURETION: 32mm Mikuni 
carb. IGNITION: CDI, ELECT- 
RICS: 6 Volt, 4 amp/hour bat- 
tery; flywheel generator: TRANS- 
MISSION: 5-speed gearbox. 
STARTING: primary kick with 
automatic decompression. 
CHASSIS: twin cradle. TYRES: 
3.00 x 21 4PR front; 4.00 x 18 
4PR rear; Dunloo Trials Univer- 
sal. WHEELBASE: 1410mm 
(55.5 ins), OVERALL LENGTH: 
2180 mm. WITH: 870mm. 
HEIGHT: 1140mm. SEAT HEIGHT 
32 Ins. WEIGHT: (Net) 124 kgs 
(272 Ibs). Price: $1493, 





who has kicked over anything 
bigger than a 125cc, 

Points we were not so im- 
pressed with were the long 
mounting stalks for the rear 
indicators - although the indic- 
ators are a cinch to remove - 
hard, waffle-type handgrips 
(which destroy leather gloves 
and soft, journalist-type hands) 
and once again, the rubber 
covered footpegs. The latter 
gripe is perhaps a little unfair 
as the rubber covering may be 
preferable to anyone who 
spends a lot of time touring on 
his bike, But we still think a 
bike which is likely to be 
bought by serious dirt riders 
should have serrated metal pegs. 
The fact that anyone can buy 
these for next to nothing is 
irrelevant. 

And make no mistake about 
it, the DT 400B is definitely a 
bike for the serious dirt rider. 
Anyone who is experienced 
enough and serious enough 
about his trail riding likes to 
fettle his machine to his own 
style and while the DT 400B 
leaves room for this it has the 
ingredients which appeal to such 
riders, 


N.Z. & Aust. Trials from pege 10 
willbe out to pulla - 
multiple placing in the coming 
trials after the inspiration they 
have derived from their first 
confrontation with a 
different environment and 
different riders, 

It is encouraging to see © 
all the new brands of machinery, 
the latest addition being the 
250 Kawasaki TX. | am hoping 
to see the Honda 250TL at the 
Canberra trial shortly. It is 
interesting to note that Yamaha 
TY‘s and Montesa Cota’s are the 
most popular mounts with a 


sprinkling of Bultaco’s and Honda 
126 TL’s. Ossa’s are very «much 
in the minority but it looks as 
though Kawasaki could inject a 
real threat to the trials scene. 

| look forward to next year 
when | hope that we can invite a 
team of Australian riders over 
to sample our terrain and 
conditions. 
NS Samana 280.1 
Vic,,Montesa 250,2 
Suzukj 250,3; Other _NZ placings; 
P,Grinter, 6; B, Mitchell,13; A. Grey 
17; N. Harris, 20, . 
Results of the Canberra One Day” 
Trial; Power,1;Palce,2; Johnson,3; 
Grinter,4; Grey,7; Mitchell, 8; 
Harris,10, 








richer events overseas. 
Nobody Is going to want to 
stay home for the chance 
to win $50. The prize 
money has got to be 
improved or the meeting 
has got to be held in, say, 
November. That is the only 


way the meeting will 
attract the top riders 
back.” 


John is appreciative of 
the fact that being a New 
Zealand champlon could 
help him in Europe next 
year, and he Is thinking 
about racing In the 500cc 
class next season just so 
he can get one. At present, 
there Is no national open 
or 750 championship and 
the Marlboro series, 
although very Important 
here, means nothing to 
European promoters. 





Gary was brought into 


FOR SALE 

125cc Suzuki road bike, 
$275.00 o.n.0, In very good 
condition, Ideal for around 
town travelling. Inspect at 
63 Victoria Street, Lower - 
Hutt, or Phone Peter, Welling- 
ton 664-722, 


FOR SALE 

BULTACO Trials 1966. Rebored 
Mikuni carb, Slimline exhaust, 
folding footrests.New chain sproc- 
kets, Good tyres $500 o.n.o 
Contact:- LJ, Russell.184 King_ 








Post now to: 


Tick here 


ELLICE STREET, 


vA 


WANT TO BUY OR SELL 
NZ MOTORCYCLE NEWS CLASSIFIEDS 


CLASSIFIEDS, FOURMAN HOLDINGS LTD 
P.O. Box 1343, WELLINGTON 


8 Cents per word, 10 cents per word If we bill you later. Phatogray 
$2.00 extra, Display classifieds normal advertising rates. ia 


ALL MAIL 
ORDER SPARES 
Instant Service 


Boote’s & Levi’s cont. from page 6. 


the Levi's team last season 
and soon showed his 
worth. He Improved with 
every race on his TZ750 
Yamaha and Is now among 
the fastest riders In the 
country. On his smaller 
250cc Yamaha, he had 
even greater success. It 
now seems likely that he 
will win the New Zealand 
250cc championship serles 
for the first time. 

He took the lead from 
defending champion 
Murray de Lacy (Hamilton) 
when he won the New 
Zealand lightweight grand 
prix at Easter. 

Gary's ambitions In the 
sport are modest. “I just 
want to Impreve. | want-to 


get up to_ international 
standard. Then | will 
perhaps _ start thinking 


about going to Europe.” 


Street Rangiora. Phone 6709. 


FOR SALE 

BB31 BSA, registered 
easily restorable, some spares, 
Phone 36-212 New Plymouth, 


FOR SALE 

S2 Water cooled Kawasaki = 

ex Paul Miachlan. Reed valved 
Twin discs - Krober ignition. 
Small number of spares available 
$2250 cash or finance available 
at 24% interest. Contact Dabe 
Finlay C/- Kawasaki Centre, 
Phone 557228 WELLINGTON, 


FOR SALE 
Yamaha TR3, almost com- 
plete spares and rebuilt rubber 
mounted engin. A very fast 
reliable machine, Raced to 3rd 
place (350cc class) in Mini Mar- 
Iboro at Timaru, $1600-o.n.0, 
Write to Pat Duffy C/- RNZAF 
Wigram,.CHRISTCHURCH. 9" 
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Centre 






LM.V 


WELLINGTON (City Side opp. Basin Reserve) 
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